ROBERT LLOYD
Robert Lloyd was born at Westminster in 1733; &s
father, who befriended Churchill, being usher at the school
Young Lloyd, after becoming captain of Westminster, won
a scholarship to Trinity, Cambridge (1751), where, after a
life not uncoloured with dissipation, he took his BA
degree in 1755. As early as 1751 he was attempting verse on
an ambitious scale, viz. The Progress of Envy ^ in the fashion-
able 'revived' Spenserian stanza, in which he satirised
Lauder,* the criticaster of Milton. In 1754 The Connoisseur, a
critical journal, was established by Cohnan and Bonnell
Thornton; to this Lloyd, and also Cowper, were occasional
contributors. Lloyd left Cambridge for the uncongenial
circumstances of a Westminster usher; but Churchill's
friendship soon cast a more pleasant if less sober influence
over his life and he relinquished his career as schoolmaster
for the more precarious one of letters. When exactly he took
this step is not knowm; but as early as 1757 his second
Epistle to J. B., Esq., suggests at least that he was thinking
seriously over the hardships of a poet's life, and his aspira-
tions to literary fame. It was not, however, until 1760 that
The Actor made something of a name for him, and resulted
in notoriety for Churchill when he went one better with The
Rosciad. His activities during 1760-61 make it pretty clear
that he was then seeking a living by the pen. He became, in
conjunction with Churchill, poetical editor of Kippis's
short-lived periodical, The Library, and made small profits
from two short operatic pieces, The Tears and Triumphs of
Parnassus and Arcadia, or The Shepherd's Wedding. In 1762 he
took up the editorship of the St. James' Magazine, which
began, like most literary periodicals, with lofty ideals and a
* See p. 201, note 23.